
Presenting a Hooked Version of the History of Torbay (Tarr Bay) 

Size:  2’ x 8’ Linen foundation fabric, hooked with strips of t-shirt, panty-hose, velour, wool fabric, wool 

yarn and other synthetic fibers.  

References Used: 

Pictures supplied by The Town of Torbay 

Books:  A Heritage Guide to Torbay by Robin McGrath 

 The History of Torbay by Bob Codner 

 Solomon Gosse’s Birthday: Songs, Poems and Recipes from Torbay and Neighbouring Towns  

 

Why did the migrant fishery choose Tor Bay, Tarr Bay, Torbay? 

Was it because it was straight across the pond from England?  Was it better suited to the fisherman’s 

needs that St. John’s Harbour would have been? After all, the local inshore fishing grounds were teeming 

with fish, the forest extended down to the ocean’s edge, lovely clear fresh water was flowing into the 

harbour, and there were several rocky beaches, the kind favoured for drying fish.  Perhaps, it was all this 

plus the sheer beauty of the place as they approached from the water and the long sail across the great 

Atlantic.  

 

Whatever reason brought them to Tor Bay, Tarr Bay and Torbay, I’m very happy they did arrive and 

eventually stay here because today, almost 500 years later, I’ve had the privilege of spending 

approximately 500 hours hooking this mat.   That’s not counting the hours of research and finishing to 

bring this mat and a tiny bit of history to you today.  

As noted above, I used several reference books and some pictures to help me design this piece.   All of the 

dates may not be necessarily correct because sometimes there were little discrepancies here and there.  

But, I’m sure you will certainly get the jest of where I’m coming from as I note several prominent dates in 

the Town’s history.  

So many things I could have added to this piece, the men hauling fish, the women tending to the gardens, 

a couple kissing by the bridge, a pair of Mrs. Martha Field’s treasured mitts she sold through NONIA (the 

Newfoundland Outport Nurses Industries Association), or a pair of Torbay Sneakers (rubber boots cut off 

at the ankle).  

Working from the outside in: 

The four (4) corners represent the countries that have ruled Torbay since the beginning - England, France, 

Republic of Newfoundland and Canada.  

The first people to regularly visit Torbay were crews of the English migrant ship fishery in the early 1600’s.   

Therefore, our first flag is that of England, the more recent version.  

Throughout the 1600s and 1700s, wars between the English and French led the community to being tossed 

from one country to another.  Therefore, our second flag is that of France.  

After English forces recaptured the community on September 13, 1762, political stability was finally 

achieved.  Therefore, our third flag is that of the Republic of Newfoundland. 



Of course, in 1949, when Newfoundland joined Canada and following the Canada Act of 1982, 

Newfoundland and Labrador now lies under Canadian jurisdiction.  Therefore, our fourth flag is the 

Canadian Flag.  

Left Outside Border:  

The name Torbay, pronounced and spelled in the old days as Tarr Bay.  This name was given to the 

community by Devonshire fisherman who saw a resemblance to Torbay in England.   

Top, Bottom and Right Border: 

In the book entitled: Solomon Gosse’s Birthday, there are some beautiful writings but the one that caught 

and held me was Jack Dodd’s “In the Valleys of Torbay” (page 34).    For me, Mr. Dodd’s writing was so 

clear that I could see the little Church of England Church, I could envision the little cottage where he grew 

up and the little yellow school house that he attended with his friends and classmates.   But, most of all, I 

could feel the love Jack Dodd had for Torbay.   It’s a love that is still present today and is shown by the 

pride the residents of Torbay hold for their beautiful community.    

So, the last lines of this writing are: 

And when my days are ended and God calls me away 

I hope they lay me where I loved, in the valleys of Torbay  

(the right-hand border is the current spelling of the Town’s name) 

 

Inside to the left: 

 

The village was taken from a picture provided by the Town of Torbay which, of course, included the little 

Church of England Jack Dodd wrote about.   I hooked the houses around them in muted colors.  The 

outbuildings all have the same color door and shutters on the windows.  Some of the outbuildings have 

flakes for drying salted codfish.  

To the left and slightly below the little village is a garden full of sheep representing livestock of the early 

days of settlement.   Looking in at the sheep is a little girl in modern soccer gear representing the Town’s 

current well known active recreational program.  

Here you might also notice the river running along the back side of the village all the way to the ocean.  

About half way is the little bridge which was the meeting place of the residents, by now separated to the 

North and South sides, probably by religion.  It’s said that kids met and played, friends met and chatted 

and many a kiss of forbidden lovers was exchanged on this bridge.  

Above the village is a flag pole showing both an orange flag (representing the Church of England) and a 

green flag (representing the Roman Catholic Church).   I included these flags because I found it interesting 

that the 1794 Census breakdown showed that it wasn’t uncommon for both Protestants and Catholics to 

live in the same household.  *A Heritage Guide to Torbay page 98.   This living and working closely together has 

continued throughout the generations.  In 1841, Bishop Spencer wrote “there are no definitors in Torbay, 

and only thoroughly respectable people” *A Heritage Guide to Torbay page 32 

Right below the flag pole, you will see a vegetable garden, reminiscent of the early production of crops in 

the community.  

Following along from the village, you will see more outhouses and the beach as it extends to the water.   

On the beach I have included a horse and dray cart which were used for hauling cod fish and capelin up 

to the various stages for drying.  



Inside to the right: 

Outlining are the North side hills which are famous for Tappers Cove and Gallows Cove.   Tappers Cove 

where treasure was hidden by the pirates and Gallows Cove where legends speaks of pirates and others 

being hung for their suspected wrong doings.    

Today, the North side hills have been populated with modern homes of bright colors.   The set of stairs 

leading down to the beach represents the many ways the Town of Torbay has worked to improve its locale 

for its citizens by building parks, hiking trails and outside gathering places for people to come together in 

friendship.  

The body of water Tor Bay, which was named by migrant fisherman as it reminded them of Tor Bay, Devon, 

England.  Both bodies of water are dominated by high, towering cliffs (“tors”), are wide and open towards 

the east.   *The History of Torbay, page 6 

Tor Bay has welcomed many boats to its shores, including that of Pirate John Nutt who settled with his 

family in 1620.  The changing of the times shows John Nutt’s Pirate Ship sailing off into the sunset and 

years later, in 1941, the Hudson Bomber 740 prepares for a bad weather landing at Torbay Airport which 

was primarily built to assist in the war effort.  

I’ve included four other boats, a flat, dory, and skiff all anchored within the bay while the cabin cruiser is 

tied up at the Government Wharf.    

Throughout the piece you will see dates: 

As you enter the water, you will see dates beginning with 1575.  This is about the time the English fishing 

crews began to arrive to explore the fishery here.  

1617 the oldest surviving documentary reference to Torbay in Newfoundland is John Mason’s map *The 

History of Torbay, page 6 

1674 Gilbert Ford, a migrant fisherman was buried at the old Church of England unconsecrated burial 

ground near the Beach 

1677 was the first recorded Census showing two families – Cole and Corum, both with a wife and one man 

servant 

1827, July 10 Bishop John Inglis of Nova Scotia consecrated the first St. Nicholas Church and its burial 

grounds.  On that day he confirmed 52 people. *A Heritage Guide to Torbay page 32 

1828 the introduction of the first school at Torbay by the Newfoundland School Society, though it would 

take years for actual formal education to arrive.  

1836, June 5 Bishop Fleming consecrated the first Roman Catholic Church, locally known at the time as 

the Chapel.  

1843, March 9 - The Newfoundland Agricultural Society held is first meeting in St. John’s.  During the same 

year, Torbay also formed its own Agricultural Society which made the community eligible for grants by 

the Board of Agriculture.  

1865, October 18th Three Nuns from the Presentation Order of Sisters.   Where education had been spotty 

previous to the Nuns arriving, within the first year, the Nuns had enrolled 68 girls and a young male 

teacher had enrolled 63 boys.  Formal education in Torbay had begun.  *A Heritage Guide to Torbay, page 35 



1867 Torbay was granted 6 sheep at no direct cost to farmers, James Cantwell, Patrick Doyle, Martin Ryan, 

Patrick Molloy and Patrick Dunphy.  These six sheep were to be used for breeding purposes, meat and 

wool production.  While the sheep industry did not continue, in 1891 there were 5,823 lbs of wool 

produced.  Being a rug hooker who uses wool fabric and wool yarn along with other fibers for my work, 

this was of particular interest to me.   I’m saddened that foresight wasn’t in place to see what a wonderful 

industry this could have become here in this province.  

1871 the establishment of the first Post Office 

1884-3, August 6 – was a calm and muggy day but the wind picked up in the afternoon.  A Juvenile 

Fisherman’s Race was introduced this year and a team of Torbay boys 18 and under was entered for the 

race.   The boys, rowing a new boat the Terra Nova, had turned at the bottom of the pond when the boat 

was hit by a curling roller wave.  The boat began taking on water but the boys thought they could finish 

the race.  That was not to be as 25 feet from the beach, the boat swamped in about five fathoms of water.   

Though heroic effort was made, John Joseph Martin, Samuel Gosse and Moses Power all drowned.    *A 

Heritage Guide to Torbay page 65 

 1941, October 18th bad weather forced one Canadian and three American planes to land at the unfinished 

Torbay Airport which was built to support the war effort.  

1973, January 27 – the first election for the Municipality of the Town of Torbay was held, resulting with 

William ‘Bill’ Manning being appointed Mayor.  Since that day, it’s been onwards and upwards for this 

beautiful piece of heaven located on the east side of the Avalon Peninsula on this island we call home.  

Oh, did you see the rabbit?  

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Winnie Delaney Glavine 

Rug Hooker 

 

 

 

 


